HERCULES AND ROSEHIP
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He_rcutes was the biggest squirrel i Acacia Academy, Rosehip was
the smallest. They were best friends. They didnt Like Woodfer
because Acacia Academy had lost the big mabtch and it was all
Woodfers faulk. When Hercules saw Woodfer, he called him, “Nubty
old nutcase!” Woodfer didnt mind. He Liked nuks, N\ e
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Hercules and Rosehip were playing chase through the trees on their B
way to school. They saw Woodter carrying a large and shiny acorn Sl
He was going to show ik ko Mrs Teachem, | 4
“There goes that nutty old nutcase,” said Hercules, . .-
But Rosehip ran along the branch and dropped down behind o = RS
rose bush. When Woodfer walked by she jumped out at him. She wasy
pulling a frightening face and screaming as loudly as she could. = i
Woodfer was scared! He held the acorn as tight as he could and =
rain all the way to school. *' “ S ==
Hercules and Rosehip laughed and laughed. From then on Woodfer Bedall’ Zz 3\
was scared of the rose bush and had to go the long way home. e g
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Whev\ Rosehip saw Woodfer coming towards her she always
thought of something nasty to do. Sometimes she hid and jumped
oubk ak him, sometimes she Eripped him up and sometimes she just
chased hinmm and called him names. Hercules saw what she was

doing.

Although they Laughed toqether, Hercules wasnt sure it was funny!
gh they Laug 9 y



0&42 d\av Hercules and Rose.kip were walking under the OLd Galk
Tree when they heard Woodfer. "One, two, three, ...” He was picking
up the acoris in his collection one by one and polishing them o
the soft fur of his tummy,

Vo

“Nutty, old nutcase!” shouted Hercules,

Woodfer saw Hercules and Rosehip. He tried to gather up his
collection, but it was too late. Rosehip rushed up the tree. She
picked up his favourite acorn. Woodfer tried to grab it but Rosehi
was too quick, She kicked it high into the air and it fell into the
pond. she pulled Woodfers fur and chased him along the branch
and into the hole in the bree.

“Dont ever come oul! * she said as she kicked all the acorns,



WQodfer went to the back of the hole and sat looking at Ehe_
wall,
Bramble found him there when she qgot home. She saw the acorin _'."
collection in a mess, She picked them u i
“Woodfer, here's your acori collection,” iu?: Woodfer sm.d no&hmg.
He just sat silently at the very back of the hole.

Woodfer wouldnt come out of the hole. Mum took him Im.s supper.
He didnt eat anything. He didnt come out of Ehe hote at bedtime
and spent the whole night in the hole.

In the morning Woodfer wouldnt qo to school. Mu,m thought
Woodfer must be ill so she felt his head but that seemed okay. For
three days and nights Woodfer stayed in the hole,

“This cant go on!” said Mum. I must do something.”

When Bramble and the other brothers and sisters left for school,
Mum peered into the hole. “Woodfer, what is wrong?”

Woodfer said nothing.
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I» am qgoing oub, Dont leave the Ol Oalk Tree! I wont be long”
Mum went across the park to the school. She spoke to Mrs Teachem
then she turned to the Little squirrels in Woodfer’s class. She
looked so sad that Ehev listened to her and didnt make a sound.
"Little squirrels,” she said, "I dont khow what to do! Woodfer will
not come out of the hole in the OLA Oak Tree. He wont come ko |
school. He wont eat and he wont come into the nest ok bedtime. He
is getting thinner and thinner. You are his friends. Do any of you
now what is wrong? Can any of you help me?” She wiped her eyes
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and take it to W d fer, she _ Y
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1:\2 Little squirrels ran across to the Old Oak Tree. Rosehip
climbed up the trunk. The others waited. Rosehip stood at the
entrance to the hole,

“Woodfer! I'm sorry. Look at what I have got for you. Woodfer
turned round. He looked at Rosehip and the acorn but stayed just
where he was. |
She said, “Woodfer, come out of the hole!”
Woodfer came out of the hole. He saw the acori shining in the
sunlight. He Llooked down and saw the Little squirrels. They cLaPed
and cheered, Rosehip waited., %

The Little squirrels set off across the park, ¢
Rosehip said, | A
“Please, dont tell anyone! We are friends now, arent we?” she
smiled ot Woodfer.

He shoole his head, turned away and scampered dowin the Erunlk,
Then he followed the other Little squirrels across the park to the |
Acacia bush where his dinner was waiting for him. -




