
24  October - BREAK UP FOR HALF TERMth

3  November - Return to schoolrd

7th November - FSU Nursery is closed (open to Reception)
8  November - Open morning for prospective familiesth

14th November - Children in Need (non-school uniform)
1  December - Santa dashst

9th December - KS1 Nativity (PM performance)
10  December - KS1 Nativity (AM performance)th

11th December - Christmas Jumper Day
16th December- FSU Christmas Show
17th December - FSU Christmas Show

H E A D T E A C H E R  N E W S L E T T E R

Important Dates :

O C T O B E R
M A N O R  W O O D  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

As we r each t he end o f  a ve r y busy and p r oduc t i v e f i r s t  ha l f  t e rm ,  i t ' s
wonde r f u l  t o r e f l e c t  on a l l  ou r  ch i l d r e n have ach i e ved i n  j u s t  8 weeks .  I t  was
f an t a s t i c  t o see so many o f  you a t  ou r  Pa r e n t s '  Even i n g s t h i s  week .
F o l l ow i ng f eedback f r om fam i l i e s  abou t  t h e i n conven i e nce o f  c l o s i n g t he
schoo l  f o r  ou r  p r e v i o u s ' P a r e n t  Pa r t n e r s h i p  Day ' ,  we hos t ed t he se ove r  two
even i n g s i n s t ead .  I t  was l ove l y t o hea r  how we l l  you r  ch i l d r e n have se t t l e d
i n t o t h e i r  new yea r  g r oups — l a s t  yea r  a l r e ady seems l i k e a d i s t a n t  memo ry !

Democ r acy i n  Ac t i o n !
I  am ove r j o yed t o sha r e some wonde r f u l  news abou t  democ r acy and pup i l
v o i c e a t  Mano r  Wood .

F i r s t l y ,  a huge cong r a t u l a t i o n s t o Ayaan i n  Yea r  6 ,  who made i t  t o t h e f i n a l
1 2 f o r  t h e Leeds Ch i l d r e n ' s  Mayo r !  Wh i l e  he wasn ' t  chosen as t he f i n a l  w i n ne r ,
w e a r e a l l  so i n c r ed i b l y  p r oud o f  h im ,  h i s  powe r f u l  man i f e s t o ,  a nd h i s  v i s i o n .
We w i l l  b e mee t i n g w i t h  Ayaan and h i s  pa r e n t s  soon t o see how we can he l p
h im ca r r y  ou t  some o f  h i s  b r i l l i a n t  p l a n s f o r  ou r  schoo l  and commun i t y .

I n  o t h e r  news ,  ou r  new Yea r  6 Team Cap ta i n s  have been e l ec t ed !  Ch i l d r e n f r om
Y6 p r e sen t ed t he i r  man i f e s t o s ,  a nd pup i l s  f r om Yea r  1  t o Yea r  6 cas t  t h e i r
v o t e s .  These ex t r eme l y impo r t a n t  r o l e s we r e awa r ded l a s t  week .  A huge
cong r a t u l a t i o n s t o :

J o s i e  -  Fo xes Team Cap ta i n
A r j u n -  Squ i r r e l s  Team Cap ta i n
Aa r o h i  -  Woodpecke r s  Team Cap ta i n
Sam I  -  Hedgehogs Team Cap ta i n

and new f o r  t h i s  yea r ,  Mayo r  o f  t h e Mano r ,  Ayaan .

I  l o ok f o rwa r d t o hea r i n g t h e i r  p l a n s and wo r k i n g c l o se l y w i t h  t h em to f u l f i l
t h e i r  impo r t a n t  l eade r s h i p  r o l e s t h i s  yea r .



B l ack H i s t o r y  

Th i s  mo r n i n g ,  we we r e t r e a t ed t o an i n c r ed i b l y  mov i ng as semb l y showcas i n g t he
ch i l d r e n ' s  wo r k f r om B l ack H i s t o r y Mon t h .  Led once aga i n  by t he f an t a s t i c  M i s s
W i l s on ,  t h i s  wo r k i s  a key pa r t  o f  ou r  H i s t o r y cu r r i c u l um .  The as semb l y ,  wh i c h
f ocused on t he i n sp i r i n g s t o r y o f  Ruby B r i d ge s ,  h i g h l i g h t ed a l l  t h e impo r t a n t
messages pup i l s  have l ea r n ed t h r oughou t  Oc t o be r .  We a r e p r oud t ha t  ou r  ch i l d r e n
l ea r n  abou t  d i s c r im i n a t i o n and t he impo r t a nce o f  be i n g an t i - r a c i s t .  T h i s  mon t h
has been a f a bu l ou s and i n s i g h t f u l  l a unch ,  t h ough o f  cou r s e ,  t h i s  i s  no t  t h e on l y
t ime we exp l o r e  t h e ‘ b l ack cu r r i c u l um ’  and sha r e t h e se v i t a l  messages .  

SEND co f f e e mo r n i n g

Ou r  r ecen t  SEND Co f f e e Mo r n i n g was a r ea l  succes s and was ve r y we l l  a t t e nded .
I t  was a g r ea t  oppo r t u n i t y  f o r  f am i l i e s  t o connec t .  We have a l r e ady p l a nned
mo r e o f  t h e se even t s t h r oughou t  t h e academ i c yea r ,  wh i c h w i l l  cove r  va r y i n g
t h emes and p r ov i d e mo r e chances f o r  f am i l i e s  t o ne two r k and bu i l d  suppo r t i v e
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

T he BBC 500 Wo rd s Compe t i t i o n

M i s s Hem i ngway r ecen t l y  l ed an as semb l y on t he BBC ' s  500 Wo rd s compe t i t i o n ,
a nd we wou l d l ove t o ge t  as many en t r i e s  f r om Mano r  Wood as poss i b l e !  T h i s  i s
a f an t a s t i c  oppo r t u n i t y  f o r  pup i l s  t o w r i t e  c r ea t i v e l y f o r  p l ea su r e -  some t h i n g we
a r e r ea l l y  p r omo t i n g i n  schoo l .
T h e j udges a r e l ook i n g f o r  imag i n a t i o n and o r i g i n a l i t y ,  no t  pe r f e c t  spe l l i n g ,
p u nc t ua t i o n ,  o r  g r amma r .

Dead l i n e :  7 t h  Novembe r
Age Ca t ego r i e s :  5 - 7 and 8 - 1 1 .
T h e P r i z e s :  T he p r i z e s a r e amaz i ng !  W i n ne r s  r ece i v e book bund l e s ,  a nd go l d
w i n ne r s  w i n  500 books f o r  ou r  schoo l  l i b r a r y .  50 f i n a l i s t s  w i l l  b e i n v i t e d t o a
s t a r - s t udded g r a nd f i n a l  a t  W i ndso r  Cas t l e  i n  Feb r ua r y 2026 ,  ho s t ed by He r
Ma j e s t y Queen Cam i l l a .  W i n ne r s  w i l l  even have t he i r  s t o r i e s  r ead by a ce l e b r i t y
on a spec i a l  BBC One Show p r og r amme i n  ea r l y  Ma r ch .

T he Ru l e s :
S t o r i e s  mus t  be 500 wo r d s o r  l e s s .
I t  mus t  be a ch i l d ' s  own o r i g i n a l  i d ea ( no t  A I - g ene r a t ed )  and no t  w r i t t e n by
a g r oup .
I t  mus t  be a s t o r y ,  no t  a poem o r  r ap .
Do no t  i n c l ude any pe r s ona l  de t a i l s  ( l i k e  t h e ch i l d ' s  f u l l  name ) i n  t h e
s t o r y i t s e l f .

P l e a se encou r age you r  ch i l d  t o t a ke pa r t  a t  home !  A l l  s t o r i e s  mus t  be subm i t t ed
on l i n e he r e :  h t t p s : / / www . b bc . c o . u k /500wo r d scompe t i t i o n / l og i n

S t a t u t o r y Asses smen t s :  A Gu i d e f o r  Pa r e n t s

Jus t  so you a r e awa r e ,  pup i l s  i n  p r ima r y schoo l s  i n  Eng l a nd t a ke pa r t  i n  s i x
s t a t u t o r y as se s smen t s du r i n g t h e i r  t ime w i t h  us .  Be l ow i s  a b r i e f  ove r v i ew ( you
can f i n d mo r e i n f o rma t i o n on t he Depa r tmen t  f o r  Educa t i o n webs i t e )

h t t p s : / / www . gov . u k / gove r nmen t / co l l e c t i o n s / n a t i o na l - cu r r i c u l um-as ses smen t s -
i n f o rma t i o n - f o r - pa r e n t s

Recep t i o n Base l i n e Asses smen t :  Comp l e t ed w i t h i n  t h e f i r s t  6 weeks o f
Recep t i o n .
E a r l y  Yea r s  Founda t i o n S t age P r o f i l e :  As ses se s deve l opmen t  a t  t h e end o f  t h e
Recep t i o n yea r .
P hon i c s Sc r een i n g Check ( Y ea r  1 ) :  A check o f  phon i c s sk i l l s  i n  June ( some
Yea r  2 pup i l s  a l s o t a ke t h i s ) .
Mu l t i p l i c a t i o n Tab l e s Check ( Y ea r  4 ) :  An on l i n e check he l d i n  June .
K ey S tage 2 Tes t s  ( Y ea r  6 ) :  O f t e n ca l l e d ' SATs ' ,  t h e se t a ke p l ace i n  May .

https://www.bbc.co.uk/500wordscompetition/login
https://www.bbc.co.uk/500wordscompetition/login


Ow lco t e s Mu l t i  Academy T r u s t  -  A r t s  Week
Ou r  f i n a l  week o f  t e rm has been f i l l e d w i t h  a p l e t ho r a o f  a r t s  ac t i v i t i e s  cen t e r ed
a r ound t he t h eme o f  ' f e e l i n g good ' .  Ch i l d r e n have been e xposed t o and used many
d i f f e r e n t  med i ums t o e xp r e s s t h emse l ve s .  Once a l l  t h i s  wonde r f u l  wo r k has been
co l l a t ed ,  we w i l l  b e su r e t o sha r e i t  w i t h  you .

Impo r t a n t  No t i c e s

Leeds Adm i s s i o n s Consu l t a t i o n
Leeds C i t y  Counc i l  i s  r u nn i n g a pub l i c  consu l t a t i o n on t he 2027 / 28 adm i s s i o n po l i c y
f o r  Leeds commun i t y  and vo l u n t a r y con t r o l l e d schoo l s .  I f  you w i s h t o sha r e you r
v i ews ,  you can f i n d ou t  mo r e a t  www . l e eds . g ov . u k / Schoo lAdm i s s i o n sConsu l t a t i o n s .  T he
consu l t a t i o n c l o se s on 1 s t  Decembe r .

S t r e am l i n i n g Ou r  Schoo l  Apps
We a r e f u l l y  awa r e o f  t h e l a r g e numbe r  o f  apps we cu r r e n t l y  use f o r  schoo l
commun i ca t i o n .  We know t h i s  can be f r u s t r a t i n g .  P l ea se be as su r ed t ha t  t h e sen i o r
l e ade r s  and gove r no r s  a r e wo r k i n g on t h i s .  I n  t h e new yea r ,  we w i l l  t r i a l  a new ,
s t r e am l i n ed commun i ca t i o n sys t em w i t h  a coup l e o f  yea r  g r oups .  Ou r  goa l  i s  t o use
t h i s  t r i a l  t o " f a c t - f i n d "  b e f o r e  r educ i n g t h e numbe r  o f  apps f o r  eve r yone by t he end o f
t h i s  academ i c yea r .  We hope t h i s  i s  we l come news !

H i g h schoo l  cho i c e s -  Y 7 p l aces

The dead l i n e f o r  app l i c a t i o n s i s  i n  ha l f  t e rm on 3 1  Oc t o be r .  s t

The Loca l  Au t ho r i t y  o f f e r  s econda r y schoo l  p l aces on 2 Ma r ch 2026 ( k nown as o f f e r
day ) .  I f  you app l i e d t h r o ugh t he i r  on l i n e app l i c a t i o n po r t a l ,  t h ey w i l l  ema i l  you w i t h
you r  ch i l d ' s  o f f e r .  T hey w i l l  s end t h i s  ema i l  du r i n g t h e wo r k i n g day .
I f  you app l i e d i n  any o t he r  way ,  you ' l l  r e ce i v e an o f f e r  l e t t e r  t o you r  r eg i s t e r ed home
add r e s s ( a f ew days a f t e r  o f f e r  day ) .  I f  you wou l d l i k e and suppo r t  o r  adv i c e
r ega r d i n g you r  h i g h schoo l  cho i c e s p l ea se con t ac t  t h e schoo l  o f f i c e who w i l l  s i g npos t
you t o t h e r i g h t  pe r s on f o r  you r  que r y .  

And F i n a l l y . . .

T h ank you f o r  you r  con t i n ued suppo r t  t h i s  ha l f  t e rm .  I  hope you a l l  have a l ove l y ,
r e s t f u l  b r e ak .  Fo r  t ho se en j oy i n g Ha l l oween and Bon f i r e  N i g h t  ac t i v i t i e s  ove r  t h e
ho l i d ay ,  p l ea se s t ay sa f e .

We l ook f o rwa r d t o we l com i ng t he ch i l d r e n back t o schoo l  on Monday 3 r d Novembe r .

K a t e Humph r i e s
Head t eache r


